[Intra-uterine death caused by fetal akinesia].
When two successive pregnancies end in intra-uterine fetal death (IUFD), the question of whether it is coincidental or if there is an underlying abnormality arises. Although diagnostic investigations into the underlying cause are not always carried out after IUFD, they are recommended by the professional body. A 28-year-old female attended our gynaecology outpatient clinic for a second opinion following two intra-uterine fetal deaths. Her own treating physician was of the opinion that there was no connection between the two IUFDs. After a multidisciplinary evaluation, the phenotype fetal akinesia deformation sequence (FADS) was diagnosed in both cases. This is a rare, clinically and aetiologically heterogeneous group of disorders. Thereafter the patient and her husband were offered specific pre-conception counseling. Every IUFD justifies systemic and multidisciplinary investigation to determine any underlying aetiology such as FADS. This may contribute to better pre-conception advice and prenatal individualised diagnostics in a subsequent pregnancy.